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MEET THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED OUR YEAR 


Welcome to Day Two of the Register’s 100 Most Influential People in 
Orange County. We are highlighting people who changed lives in 2017. 
Some entertained; some educated. All, in some way, inspired. 
You know many of their names, but others will be surprises. 
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2017'S GAME CHANGERS IN ORANGE COUNTY 
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Kevin Staniec, one of the Register’s top 100 most influential people in Orange County, is shown at 1888 Center, a nonprofit 
cultural center focused on the arts in Orange County. It’s located in Old Towne Orange and has become a vibrant cultural hub. 


CREATING O.C.S 
CULTURAL HUB 


1888 Center a thriving location in Old Towne Orange 


By Samantha Dunn 
samantha@coastmagazine.com 


In one way, Kevin Staniec is an un- 
likely hero of all things literary in the 
county. 

This bearded, newsboy cap-wearing 
arts impresario founded 1888 Center, the 
nonprofit dedicated to promoting liter- 
ary arts and a sense of cultural heritage 
in Orange County, which in July materi- 
alized from being a website into a brick- 
and-mortar reality. “Building commu- 
nity, one story at a time” is the tagline. 

Less than six months after open- 
ing, the first cultural center of its kind 
in the county — which boasts a coffee 
shop, bookstore, art gallery and multi- 
use performance space — sees more than 
200 people a day come through its doors. 
People come to buy books or read them, 
take in the art on the walls or just hang 
out, talking over a cup of coffee. 

“The 1888 Center has quickly become 


KEVIN STANIEC 


38, Orange 
He opened the 1888 Center, a cultural 
hub in Orange, and it is drawing more 
than 200 people per day. 


MORE GAME CHANGERS 


Each day of the series, nine people 
will be profiled. Meet more 
influencers inside. NEWS 10 


a vibrant cultural hub,” says Anna Leahy, 
Chapman University creative writing 
professor and director of the poetry jour- 
nal Tabla Poetica. “Kevin Staniec’s vision 
and enthusiasm is contagious.” 

But this champion of storytelling, this 
bookish Pied Piper, admits he is “horri- 
ble at reading” — the one thing you’d 
think he’d be great at. 


Publisher, curator, fan 


It’s not that Staniec, an ’01 Chapman 
grad, can’t comprehend words on a page. 
Quite the opposite. 

“Sometimes I fall in love with one 
sentence so much I just keep reading it 
over and over, and I realize, gosh, I just 
spent the last hour reading the same sen- 
tence,” says the 38-year-old Staniec, who 
reveals he has two conditions, obsessive- 
compulsive disorder and attention defi- 
cit disorder, which “keep battling with 
each other.” 

“Sometimes the other thing happens, 
where I'll read a sentence and it sparks 
an idea, and I’m off already on a tangent 
to other projects, other ideas, inspired by 
a great sentence.” 

More often than not, it’s the projects 
and ideas that distract: For the past 15 
years, he has produced community art 
exhibitions throughout the county, first 
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A REMARKABLE LIFE: DICK ENBERG, 1935-2017 


‘Oh, my’ says so little — and oh, so much 


Legendary 
broadcaster 
Dick Enberg 

chats with 

Angels’ 
legend Bobby 
Grich before 
pregame 
activities in 

May 2015 

at Angel 
Stadium. 


KEVIN SULLIVAN 
— STAFF FILE 


Broadcaster’s genuineness, 
enthusiasm shone through 


By Tom Hoffarth 
thoffarth@scng.com 
@TomHoffarthSCNG on Twitter 


No surprise that Dick Enberg, who 
died Thursday at 82, left us with so much 
material — books, essays, plays, speeches, 
lectures and, of course, play-by-play calls 
preserved on audio and video. 

With all that, it’s a bit humbling to 
come across a simple email the legendary 


STATE APPOINTMENT 


Goethals 
is named 
to court 
of appeals 


His high-profile trials 
on the bench included 
the Dekraai jailhouse 
informant scandal case 


By Kelly Puente 
and Sean Emery 


kpuente@scng.com 
and semery@scng.com 
@KellyPuenteOC on Twitter 


SANTA ANA » Gov. Jerry Brown 
has appointed Orange County 
Superior Court Judge Thomas M. 
Goethals, at the center of various 
major decisions, 
to the Fourth Dis- 
trict Court of Ap- 
peal, officials an- 
nounced on Fri- 
day. 

A veteran judge 
who served stints 
as an Orange 
County prosecu- 
tor and a defense 
attorney in private 
practice, the 65-year-old Newport 
Beach resident has presided over 
some of the county’s highest-pro- 
file criminal trials. 

In recent years the judge made 
national headlines for rulings 
sanctioning prosecutors over 
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3-YEAR SENTENCE 


Jailhouse 
informants 
attempted 
murder case 
wiped away 


By Tony Saavedra 
tsaavedra@scng.com 
@tonysaavedra2 on Twitter 


One of Orange County’s most 
prolific jailhouse informants, a 
man who bragged in court that 
he killed six people, will be out of 
prison in three years instead of 
serving a possible life sentence for 
premeditated attempted murder. 

The sentence, described by 
some as a “sweetheart deal,” is a 
payoff for Oscar Moriel’s work as 
a snitch in Orange County jails 
from 2009 through 2012. Moriel 
spied on mostly Mexican Mafia 
inmates and reported what he 
heard back to prosecutors. He 
sometimes testified in court. 

Prosecutors’ use of Moriel and 
an unknown number of other 
jailhouse informants in Orange 
County sparked criticism from 
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SUPERNATURAL? 
Whoa, check that out! 


A SpaceX commercial rocket 
launch seen throughout SoCal 
sent Twitter abuzz. LOCAL 10 


JOBS 


Help (really) wanted 


Steady hiring has pushed 


the O.C. jobless rate to 2.8%. 
BUSINESS ON NEWS 14 


FOOTBALL 
Great prep football players 


Full list, including second-, third- 
team All-County picks. sports1 


PHOTO A 
broadcaster sent me in September, now a 
keepsake, and it serves as another exam- 
ple of how his pure joy and restless en- yaaa 
thusiasm for his professional life always MA, 67/46 T| 143 
shined through, even as he was a year 
A A ‘ : Coast Inland 
into his retirement from working for the Piitmeatharvarceadea nee at 
San Diego Padres: 
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